EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 


The Bible our ruleof faith right of private judgment our privileze. 
Hier stehe ich, ich kann nicht anders helfe mir! Amen |-LUTHER 


SEPTEMBER, 1330. (No. 7. 


A NEW ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH. 


Mr. Editor :—Knowing that you and many of your readers take i 
4 er interest in the progress of our dear Zion, I have thought it | it 
would not be an unacceptable service to communicate the agreeable 
mtelligence that on Lordsday the 18th inst, a new church was dedi- a. | 
eated in Philadelphia Pa. under jthe: appellation of “The Evange | 
lic Lutheran Church of St. Matthew.” 

The religious exercises of the day were conducted by the Pastor 
of the congregation, the Rev. Mr. Krauth, (who performed the 3 
ceremony of dedication,) Mr. Morris of Baltimore, Mr. Keller of i se 
Germantown, and Mr. Kurtz of Hagerstown, Md. The audiences i 7} 
were numerous and attentive, and there is reason to indulge Rte : 
the hope that the word spoken was profitable to them that heard 1 | 
it, and will bring forth fruit unto life eternal. ; wo 

The local position of this beautiful and commodious house of oe 
God, evinces the good sence & forecast of those who seleeted the site. pom 
It is situated in Vew Street, between Sd.and 4thstreets ;—a most plea- 
sant and convenient section of the city for a christian sanctuary. It | | 
was erected by an english Lutheran congregation, collected and organ- ¥ at 
ized within the last few years mainly through the pious and active in- . 
strumentality of our highly esteemed and beloved brother Krauth ; | 
and is designed chiefly for the benefit of those descendants of Lu- 
therans, who do not understand the German language, and whose ti 
laudable partiality for the form of worship and doctrine peculiar | 
to the Lutheran church, has led them to continue faithful to that 
church, amidst all the discouraging difficulties they had to encoun- 
ter for want of a convenient place of worship and a knowledge of 
the language of their fathers. But as the tenets of that church, and 
its usages also, when its discipline is judiciously administered, com- 
mend themselves so foreibly to the conscience of almost every One 
that is made acquainted with them, a considerable number of stran- 
gers have already attached themselves to it, and from the numerous 
applications that-haye at this early period been made for seats and 
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pews, it is confidently believed that every disposible part of the 

church will be taken up and occupied in a very short time. 

Thus we perceive that nothing is wanting to insure, a rapid and 
successful extension of our little Zion in this, land of free inquiry, 
a a plain and faithful promulgation of its truly evangelic princi- 
pies. ‘ 
What a noble contrast does this little band of Lutheran worthies, 
present to those faithless individuals, who, instead of consenting to 
make any sacrifice and endeavouring to surmount any obstacles for 
the sake of the church of their Ethers, have rather seized with 
avidity upon every trifling occasion and sought for an opportunity 
to desert it; and in the day of her trial, like Esau, have willingly 
bartered away their birthright for a contemptible mess of pottage. 
Numerous have been the pretexts assigned by various persons for 
their denial of the faith of their ancestors—tor their inglorious and 
reprehensible flight from the mother of protestantism; and while we 
admit the plea of a few, whose peculiar circumstances may have 
justified their retreat, we are bold to say, that in most instances, 
pride, self-conceit and an itching desire to effect the company of 
‘the high and the rich,” and associate with those for whose inter- 
course neither nature nor nature’s God ever designed them, lay at 
the foundation of their treachery —What should induce a member 
of that church which is designated by the name of the immortal 
Reformer, to turn his back against it, or to bring up his children 
in a different department of Christ’s visible kingdom ?—an ab-. 
sence of talent and spirituality of zeal and faithfulness in our min- 
isters ?—we challenge so groundless an imputation ;—a want of pu- 
rity in our doctrines and discipline ? we fearlessly bid defiance to 
such a charge ; a departure from the faith once delivered to the 
Saints or a cold heartless display of the principles of that faith? 
Who that understands that faith, and is acquainted with the minis- 
ters in our church, will dare to insinuate such an accusation ? ye 
hazard nothing when we declare that no class of ministers labor 
harder than those of the Lutheran community, and at the same 


time are required to put up with a more disproportionate remunera- 


tion for their unwearied exertions. Let those then, who with sinis- 
ter views, for worldly purposes, or actuated by any other ignoble 
motive, have forsaken the church of their pious ancestors, and 


have fled among a strange people and living at a strange table, sing- 
the songs of Zion as it were in a strange land, blush and be 


in 
acini and learn from that faithful little band in Philadelphia, 
to appreciate more highly that system of christian doctrine, which 
stands pre-eminent for its conformity to the Gospel and its efficacy 
in changing and renewing the hearts of those who are practically 
acquainted with it. | pal | 

o our brethren of the faith in Philadelphia we say with all the 
cordiality of our soul : “God speed you;” may the Great Head 


of the church constantly keep his ever-watchful' eye for good upon 


your house of prayer, and meet-you and your children, and chil- 
dren’s children, as often as ype assemble there, and make you 
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richly and abundantly the participants of his divine favor, and 
thus prepare you for a glorious entrance into that building not made 


with hands, eternal in the heavens. | Z. 
THE BALTIMORE CONTROVERSY. 
(Continued from page 153.) 


The last remarks of the Protestant edt appear to have exci- 
ted his adversary, to such a degree, that he could net conceal his 
hostility to the Bible. After his hypocritical cant, “that he exper- 

-ienced the blessings of a liberal intercourse with persons of every 
denomination,” he pretends, that the Protestant in asserting that 
many Catholics joined the Protestant church, and that indulgences 
were imported by the South Americans, does not adhere to a pro- 
per order. 


“Behold him Sir, after scouring the plains of Cavan, rushing, 
breathless and hopeless, across the channel, hurrying himself (and 
labouring to bear me off with him in his hurry) to the mountains of 
Lancashire and the “neighborhood of Preston,’ numbering as he 
wanders, the few, scattered, unprmneipled, men who, through “in- 
terested motives,” joined in the ranks of Protestantism. Then, Sir, 
as it were on the wings of the wind, he bends his flight to the Se- 
ven Hills of Rome, perches on the summit of the Vatican, and 
frightened at the majesty of «‘Popery” so grandly, so awfully, dis- 
played in that “eternal basilick,” he claps his wings, and with the 
speed of lightning, rests, at least, on the bales of indulgences 
just landing in one of the ports of South America.—Mr. Editor, I 
appeal to you—I appeal to any rational man, if it is expected of 
me to follow him in such a course!” — 

To prepare the minds of the public, for receiving passively, his 
terrible thrust at the Bible, lie again tells the reader, that he has many 
dear friends among the Protestants, and hopes that the liberal Pro- 


testants will not take umbrage at what he says. 

«““We next pass, Sir,” says the Romanist, “‘to that ‘pare and 
collosean pile that has been reared, not by the ‘sale of indulgen- 
cies, not by contributions at the shrines of Saints, but by the tri- 
bute which Christian Europe has brought to the altars of Jesus 
Christ’-—the British and Foreign Bible Society. Mr. Editor, in 
the purest and most venerable days of the Christian Church, I have 
read of the erection of Churches to the God of truth, but never 
of the establishment of a Bible Society. The Emperor Constantine, 
the first of the successors of Augustus, who embraced th: doctrines 
of Christ, reared many a basilick, of which some are still stand. 
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ing in the waste of time;—the basilick of St. Lawrence, of St. 

Sebastian, of St. John, Lateran, &c. but We no where read, that 
it ever entered the mind of that illustrious convert, to institute a 
Bible Society. I confess, sir, that if the bibles were distributed 

among the people merely that they might make themselves acquain- 
ted with that inspired volume, that they might derive from it those 

consolations and lights which it contains, without presuming to 

form, each as his caprice may suggest, their various. religions, the 
Bible Society would deserve| much of the christian world. But 
when that sacred book is put into the hands of the people who are. 
utterly unacquainted with the original language in which it was writ- 
ten, strangers to the nature of the regions from which so many 
figures are drawn, and perplexed, at every page, with difficulties. 
and even apparent contradictions, and when they are told, that in 
it alone they are to look for religion and true faith, I contend, sir, 
that the Bible Society, either British or Foreign, will prove the 
penne of innumerable errors, and of calamities the most lamenta- 

e.” 
The object. of establishing schools, under the direction of Jesuits | 


had been touched by the Protestant, and we rejoice at it, as it has 
at once drawn forth from the Romanist an acknowledgment, which 
Protestants should well consider. 


‘Your ‘Subscriber’ ” says the Romanist, “recoils with acute sen- 
sibility, from the prospect of our academical and literary institu- 
tions;” and well he may—their halls are crowded with a rising gen- 
eration, who will go forth, one day, to bear witness te the world 
how perfect is the education which they there obtain, and how so- 
lid the principles of the faith, which is there taught, proved, eluci- 
dated, and against which the gates of Hell shall'not prevail.” __ 

That Protestanism is detested by Romanists, and that nothing 
but the great majority of our citizens being Protestants, deters them 
from such operations, as would at once dissolve our Bible and 
Tract societies, will have been seen from the above extracts. We 
think the following will justify the impression. 

I shall defend, vindicate, and expound the principles of my re- 
ligion, and expose the groundlessness, and ‘errors’ of that of your 
‘Subscriber.’ But while I do so, it shall be with great respect for 
my Protestant friends, to whom I am.sincerely attached, and whose 
good offices I every day, experience with gratitude. I conjure. 
them not to suppose that I am writing against. their individual con- 
victions.” 

Mark ‘‘the groundlessness of the Subscriber’s religion.” What 
4s his religion? the religion of the Bible, and therefore.it is ground- 
%ess. But by all means, individuals, are not to, suppose that they 
are written against—no, no, only the whole body of Protestants. 

Tp the Gazette of May 24, the Protestant writer appears agaiu. 


& 
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After expressing his regret, that he has been led, involuntarily, to 
examine the opinions held by Papists, and admitting that he found 
among them fidelity and benevolence and zeal in attachment to 
their faith, says, that heis at variance only with some of the es- 
sential dogmas of the Catholics. After shewing how little the Ro~ 
manist is influenced by the spirit of meekness, patience, forbear- 
‘ance and love, in his writings, he remarks : | 
‘There is something, Mr. Editor, in the tone of your Corres- 
pondent’s observations which seems to indicate that his mind is 
more familiar with what should be, in his estimation, the privileges 
‘of the Church of Rome, than with his present actual power ;—with 
its favorite mode of inculeating its doctrines in those countries in 
which it is sustained by the throne, than with that mode which alone 
in this country we are inclined to admit—He honestly avows his 
intention “to intimidate.” It must be acknowledged that had my 
observations been given to the public in any of those countries usu- 
ally denominated Catholic, his threats might have sent to my heart 
a different emotion from that which they have hitherto inspired: and 
conscious that { was exposed to the bland reforming influence of the 
Inquisition, I might have deemed it connected with Christian pru- 
dence to hear in silence any boast which he might utter, and to 
behold without the expression of my sorrow, even a more harrow- 
ing conflagration than that of copies of the word of God. But I 
thank the spirit of the age ; I thank the free institutions of the 
country ; I thank the boon which the Gospel bestows of rae: my 


conscience unfettered by the awe of any human power ; I thank my» 


God, that I dare to liftmy voice “unintimidated” by your Corres- 
pondent’s warnings and denunciations, when the means of promul- 

ating the pure religion of Christ are assailed. And more than this; 
r frankly confess, that instead of pursuing the desultory course 
which he so unjustly attributes to me, I design, should this contro- 
versy be prolonged to fix and confine his attention, and that of the 
public, to the fact, by disclosing which I have unfortunately so 
much exasperated him. Of this- intention of mine he is already ap- 
prised. Discovering his desire to stray from the matter before us, 
and to involve the consideration of points foreign to it, | intimated 
in my last that when one affair—(meaning the destruction of the Bi- 
ble,)..was satisfactorily accounted for, | should have no objection 
to discuss with him some of the other characteristics of the Church 
of Rome. But until that has been, it would be unprofitable and 
almost impracticable to come to an understanding of any other 
point. And for this reason. I profess, Mr. Editor, to have no 
other authority for my religious faith than the word of God. I ac- 
knowledge that I have no other basis for any doctrine, any hope, 
and assurance, than that which I find in the sacred Scriptures. And 
this I believe to be sufficient, because I read therein ;—(2 Tim. 3— 
15 to 17.) ‘The Holy Scriptures are able to make us wise unto salvation 
through faith in Jesus Christ. All scripture is given by imspiration 
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of God, and is profitable for doptrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in, righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, 
THOROUGHLY FURNISHED UNTO ALL GooD works.” But if our cor- 
respondent has any other ground for his faith, any other authority 
for his worship, than the wriften word common to both, or if he 
esteems this which I so highly reverence, as entitled to the appella- 
tion of “Viper,” and fit fuel for the flames, it is incontrovertible 
ae we can never together arrive at any conclusion in matters of 

The palpable error, so often urged upon us, that the Romish 
Church is every where, and ip every age the same as to doctrine, 
and consequently without divisions and schisms—that, as different 
denominations compose the Protestant church, therefore, it cannot 


be the true church, and, that therefore the Bible should not be in 
the hands of the people generally, is met and exposed clearly in a 
short paragraph. a ° 
«‘Your correspondent appears to intimate that the various modi- 
fications of Faith to be found in the christian world,—that the va- 
rious distinct associations existing among Protestants believers, 
derive their origin from the unrestrained use of the Bible; and he 
appears to be scandalized that equally upon the desks of Episcopa- 
_lians, Presbyterians, and Methodists, he finds the sacred volume. 
Does he imagine that in unwritten traditions there would be found a 
gore inflexible, and unaccommodating, and incorruptible principle 
of union, and of Divine truth than in the written word ? He taunts 
us with the fact of the Unitarian professing to derive even his opin- 
ions also from the Bible. Doés he mean to imply that the pride of 
scepticism could not have generated them even in the bosom of the 
Romish Church ?—Does he find no fault then with the doctrine of 
Arius? and his followers? or does he imagine that even in those days 
that Heresy sprung from too great familiarity with the sacred vo- 
lume ? If itis the spirit of Protestantism which tends to disunion. 
and which forms various sects among Christians holding some great 
tenets in common, and distinguished by opposition in other points. 
_ how were the traditions of Rome, and the authority of the Pope, 
and the voice of an Infallible Church proved more efficacious, when 
the Agnonites, and the Barsanians, Nestorians, Montanists, Dona- 
tists, Monothelites, Iconoclastes, Manichzans, and Transubstanti- 
arians and a countless host of others, ventured to conceive and 
utter dissent from their Sovereign and Infallible Guide ?” 


In the Gazette of May 27, the Romanist appears again, in a 
very lengthy letter, written with a pen dipped in bitterness ; says, 
that the Protestant writer “is punished alike by the contempt of 
the intelligent Roman Catholic, and the censure of the liberal Pro- 
testants.” And to close matters, he once more urges, that the Bi- 


bie only, is insufficient for salvation and that to prove it to be the 


~ 
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| 
- word of God, recourse must’be had to Catholic authority. 

‘Your ‘Subscriber’ acknowledges that ‘he has no other authority for 
his religious faith than the word of God.’ I would ask him, Sir, 
‘upon what authority he admits the Bible to be the word of God-? 
Certainly he cannot prove it to be such from its own testimony : 
that were insufficient, a mere circulus vitiosus. yThere must be some 
external authority, and that too infallible to decide which is truly 
and unquestionably the word of God, and which is supposititious. 
Sir, when your ‘Subscriber’ puts a bible into the hands of an infidel, 
should he be asked why itis necessary to believe it to be divinely 
inspired ? how he can prove the divinity of it ? in what manner 
would he satisfy the curiosity, and dispel the doubts of the unbe- 
liever ? would he content himself with saying, ‘read and judge for 
yourself ; the scriptures of themselves are able to make you wite 
wito salvation?? No, Sir, this would not suffice. It would be ne- 
cessary to produce some authority, independent of the Bible—and 
what authority could be produced but that of the Catholic Church, 


from which the First Reformers received the Bible; that Church © 


which is the pillar and foundation of truth , that Church which 
ALL are commanded to hear under the most awful penalty :—He that 
roill not hear the Church, let him be as an heathen and a publican, 
(Matthew 18, 17.) | | 


POPERY EXAMINED. 
No. 1, 


Mr. Envtror.—I am one of your subscribers whom you have @fa- 
tified by devoting, in good earnest, so much of your paper as has 
been done, to a ngid and impartial inquiry into the nature and pro- 
gress of Popery, and the influence it may, under a combination of 
possible circumstances, and even under the present state of things, 
exert upon the religion of our country. Important, toyour rea- 
ders, as are other subjects of doctrinal and practical religion, 
and of church affairs in general, all of which claim room in our re- 
.igious periodicals, yet in the view of many of your readers the 
above subject is pressing itself irresistibly upon us, and the time 
has come when it not only demands, but will have attention. 

What are the principles and dogmas of our Romish brethren, 
which at this late da still keep up as much as they call, uncharita- 
ble and unchristian feeling against them? Are they in reality what 
yrotestants represent, and deserving of all the hard names and re- 
toms bans pronounced against them? Are their modes of wor- 
ship, their creed, their practice, their hopes as ruinous, and souk 
destroying as our public prints begin to assure us, or are unneces- 
sary fears expressed upon the subject, and are protestants, because 
of an old grudge which father Luther and some more good men of 


his day, had against their highly venerated Pope and the Devi, | 
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: | whom this il father of the protestant church, seemed to think 
were leagued together for establishing not Christ’s but the king- 
4 dom of his Satanic Majesty ? Are protestants, remembering this, 
| wanting in charity and good will towards this branch of the church, 
bo | seeing they will not bid it God speed. If the former why not exam- 
ine and establish the.consistency of the doctrines and views of their 
church with script ; and let the same christian and brotherly 
relations exist between catholics re protestants, as between the differ- 
ent branches of protestantism. Were this done, were their consistency 
established, none more cordially than the writer would take them 
by the hand and bid them go-on in doing good. Were this the re- 
sult, none would more cheerfully join in changing the torrent of 
ipposition formed against them, ily am I more and more asur- 
on the truth of our holy religion and the Bible must stand or fall 
‘upon its own foundation. If true, it will stand and progress as it 
has done, and the gates of —t. not prevail against it—if false 
and a.cunningly devised fable, it must be exposed, and if it were 
such, would » ve shared this just fate centuries ago. So with any 
branch of the church, if fundamentally wrong and ruinous, it will 
in due time be exposed and given up. If found to be fundamental- 
ly correct, it will stand and go hand in hand im the great work of 
cuialaiiiiie the world. If then this branch of the christian ehurch 
teaches the doctrines of the bible and the way of salvation through 
Christ Jesus fundamentally correct, let it be made manifest. If 
not,lether have honesty enough to confess the same, and learn from 
her neighbours. Py 
It is known to you and your readers that a chapel and small so- 
ciety of papists* holding regular service, exist in your place — 
_ Notice wasrecently given by their priest said to be a somewhat shrewd 
and artful logician—perhaps the informant meant, shrewd and art. 
ful jesuit—that, in a series of lectures upon the protestant cate 
chism, he would shew his people the errors of protestantism, and 
explain and establish the truth of romanism, or the principles of 
their own church. pete 
Gladly for one, was the opportunity embraced to hear a roman 
riest, thus for once coming up to the point of duty and resolved 
ia publickly to shew the evidence in favour of the so much complained 
| of doctrines of his church, and remove and silence objections — | 
My seat was taken with the pas My determination was 


*The roman church the writer hopes will not take offence, at 
the term pepist. it being the proper term to designate this 
branch of the church, whether you take its etymology from its 

ek root, papa, or french pepiets originally meaning Father, and 
in that sense applied to all christian ministers. until the bishop ot 
Rome acquired so much importance as to have himself styled the 
Father, Pope, or Head of the whole Christian church, and the 
naire appropriated exclusively to himsclf. The term Catholic, in 
our view, does not apply to them, as it embraces, in meaning, not 
only the Roman, but the whole Christian church: — 
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to hear and judge impartially, ea animo convinci péléns; and all 
the attention | could command was given, that this result might be 
produced, and that no new important ideas or discoveries, coming 


from tlis reputed oracle of romanism might be lost, carefully* no-— 


ted down the substance, the medulla of his remarks. The result 
of this Rev. priest’s defence, together with a candid and unreserv- 
ed examination of popery, if | may presume soymuch upon the li- 
berality of the Intelligencer, will now be given in a series of com- 
munications to the community that both protestants and romans may 
judge for themselves. 

We would candidly ask, is it not time, high time for this church 
‘to come forward with a more candid and open explanation and 
defence of ‘her doctrines than she has yet done. We as protestants, 
as already stated, are complained of by them as wanting in char- 
rity and every proper feeling, simply because viewing their princi- 
ples of religion as we do, we are constrained to condemn them as 
fundamentally wrong, dangerous and destructive to the soul. If they 


ure different, and we have misconceived them, why not let the 


lact be known, and a proper and conyincing comment upon them 
be given. ‘Thousands of protestants would rejoice, and extend to 
them, as well as to each other, the right hand of christian fellow- 
ship and love. | 

Our opposition is not against papists, or the romish church, as a 
separate branch of the church, or because of her name, but against 
her creed and the articles of her faith as ruinous to her worshippers. 
‘The papal or romish chureh, by any other name would be as_ horr- 
ble, as repugnant to our feelings as the name which designates her. 
Her principles we wish satisfactorily proven as founded upon the 
bible, or else given up and changed; the name we care nothing 
about. “A rose by anyother name would smell as sweet.’ ‘This 
step then we hold to be the duty of her ministry. This our fear 
of her doctrines and opposition call for, and upon hearing this de- 
termination on the part of the priest. in Frederick, I not only felt 
it my duty to hear the defence and explanation he promised to give. 
but on this very account, whatever was the result, felt a regard 
for the Rev. lecturer such as no other circumstance, but his thus 
coming up to our conviction of his duty, could have excited. 

How many papists are in our land ? With what rapidity are they 
increasing 2 What efforts are they making, to extend the doctrines 
and influence of their church, would be questions of no moment 
such as they now are; would be queries searched into with plea- 
sure by the friends of all denominations, if in the view of charity, 
the kingdom of heaven was thereby extended, if thus these wan- 
derers were brought into the fold of Jesus, and fed with the bread 


“This plan of noting down sermons is becoming pretty general 
among hearers, especially in our cities. We can refer to congre- 
gations in which perhaps two thirds of the hearers are thus engaged. 
We wish it was more so. It evidences at least attention to the 
speaker. 


f 
Ka 
i. 
| 
at 
= 
re 
34 


202 IWFLUENCE OF THE ROLY sPmir. [SEPTEMBER 


of life. If this they escaped) from the dominion of Satan’s king- 
- dom, and were so instructed as to enter that of the Lord of Glo- 
however, protestants ‘They doubt it and continue 
to do so for reasons convincing to their minds, and the fallacy of 
which have never yet been exposed. Truth and a conviction that 
thousands are perishing, in = oo mali of delusion and error in 
this church, and a sense of duty founded upon this conviction, these 
urge to the candid fears we express, and examination of her princi- 
ples now proposed. To remove these fears, to put down opposition, 
to remove the cause why all other churches are wanting in christian 
eharity and love, let her priésts convince our understanding, let 
them give us evidence to prove, not that we must all become = 
pists to be saved, and this would we do if it was indisputably 
proven ; but that her dogmas are not fundamentally wrong, that they 
are not as dangerous and as destructive to the soul, as the far fam- 
ed Indian Upas to the body, imparting death to man and beast com- 
ing within the atmosphere poisoned by its influence. In a word 
let them show that instea saivation being impossible out of 
their church, it is possible in it, and that their views and doctrines 
are such as set forth. and urge tthe conditions of salvation and our 


fears shall be laid aside, our o position shall cease ; though a sepa- 
ey will be brethren with us, hving 


rate branch of catholic zion, 
and acting together in the unity of faith and the bonds of peace, 
all being coworkers with the Saviour in the salvation of our world, 
in which work be assured, if oe proof is given, 

We'll wish you, i . Christ’s name 

‘The most divine success ; 

And pray that God for whom you toil 

May all your labours bless.” (VIRGINIA. 


{INFLUENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT UPON THE SOUL. 


In our last number a practical example was given showing, where 

{ | this erroneous notion of the spirit’s influence prevailed, how the 

| _ work of such extraordinary regeneration is conducted; we shall now 
briefly show the injury resulting to religion from this impression, 
and correct the error. 

The conversion of such a person, as was mentioned, being now 
set down as the standard by which all are to be regulated and 
brought to a knowledge of thé truth, it is presently followed by 
another, and a third, till repeated cases establish this notion of — 
extraordinary regeneration beyond question ; and the piety of any 
professor of religion, no matter|how great his experience, or fiow 
grey he has grown in the service) of his Saviour, is at once not only 
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 napereteny but unhesitatingly condemned, which refuses to admif 
the above as the genuine operations of the spirit, and cannot boast 
of his having been regenerated in the same mysterious way. 

In relation to this subject we shall now ask the following plain ques- 
tions, which will at once show what the scripiures teach, and 
what we are required to believe. The first inquiry we make is: 
Whether the extraordi influence of the spirit, accompanying the 
preaching of the apostles, did not cease with the apostles ? 

This question must at once be answered in the aftirmative ; unless 
we believe that the power to work miracles, such as healing the sick, 


curing all manner of infirmities, restoring the dead to life, and 


the power of imparting extraordinary gifts of the spirit, such as 
by the spirit, prophesying as did God’s servants of old and speaking 
and teaching in unknown tongues as was witnessed on the day of 
pentecost, Acts ii 4 and 17, 18 verses; we say unless we are pre- 
pared to contend that ministers of the gospel still posses all this power, 
the above notion of extra-influences of the spirit must be given up. 
But this idea is of course not held ; and if now and then some wild 
and fanatic person should lay claim to any thing of the kind, his 
presumption will only go to show his ignorance of scripture and his 
total want of piety. | 
With the power of working miracles, such influences of the 
spirit then have also gone by: and as these were givea and in the 
apostle’s day, employed for special purposes, which did not after- 
wards exist, nothing like the miraculous work following the apos- 
tle Peter’s preaching, since his day, has been witnessed, nor will 
we witness any thing more than the ordinary effect of the preached 
gospel, which has been appointed as ‘‘the power of God and the 
wisdom of God to the salvation of all who believe it.” To hold 
therefore the one idea of the spirit’s irresistible influence, and re- 
ject the other is an inconsistency which the advocates of this noa- 
tion, will not find it easy to reconcile: But again we ask: 
Whether, whilst the spirit operates differently with different indivi? 
duals, to effect their conversion, it ts not still in his ordinary way. 
That in God’s providence different means are employed with dif- 
ferent individuals to bring them to a knowledge of the truth, none 
we hope will deny. But it by no means necessarily follows that 
these different and often powerful efforts of the spirit are beyond 
the ordinary way of God’s operating with the sinner, or argue that any 
extraordinary influence of the spirit was given for the special conver- 
sion of an incorrigible sinner. But on the contrary it clearly proves, 
that as God’s spirit and grace are always given and at work with 
the sinner, if . continues obstinate, and refuses to receive and 
obey the truth, in the ordinary way in which it is brought home to 


his mind and pressed upon him by the spirit, he wil) be left in 
darkness, and in the end be a fit iiheot for everlasting burnings. 
But if God must depart from his ordinary and appointed means 
of operating in order to accomplish the conversion of a sinner, this 
would at once prove that infinite wisdum has appointed means of 


grace insufficient for the work they 7 to accomplish, thus making 
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Jehovah a changeable, short-sighted and imperfect being; and if 
he resorts to extraordinary means for the sake of one impenitent and 
rebellious sinner, why would |he not do so for all, and why are 
all not thus arrested in sin by the omnipotence ef God, and irre- 
sistibly converted io the truth.| The whole mistake lies in supposing. 
that because, one means of e proves successful with one sinner, 
which was not the case with others, God has here departed from 
his ordinary way of working, instead of considering that this effect 
was owing to the peculiar cirgumstances of that individual’s case, 
and that this truth, was the one suited particularly to his case ; 
thus shewing us the true meaning of the Apostle, when he says 
he became all things to all men, that thereby he might win some. 
Not meaning that he joined them in sin, but that he adapted his 
preaching and reasoning to the/circumstances of those among whom 
he laboured, nor is any rule of |greater importance, to the minister 
who wishes to be highly usefulin his preaching. But again we ask - 


Whether the present is not as much as any other period, the day of 
the Lord's power in which the sinner’s conversion may be effected. 


Not to admit this would be to suppose that the Almighty has set 


apart for himself peculiar seasons, when he manifests his grace and 


his great power in a way which cannot be resisted. To say the 
least of this, we should truly pity those who unhappily lived and died 
during one of those periods when God refused to be gracious, and 
because his ear. was deaf that it could not, or would not hear, were 
compelled to die in their sins perish without the hope of mercy. 


This is however a favorite idea and expression with many, and 
without seeking its true meaning, they settle down in the absurd 
idea, that when once the day of God’s power comes, the dry 
bones will be revived, and obstjnate sinners will be made to bow 
and humble themselves, whether they will or not. But again: 

Are not John ii 8 and the different events of St. Paul’s conversion 
gwen in the 9th and 26th chapters of Acts, extraordinary cases, and 
such as were not to be looked for after the Apostles day ? 

Surely nothmg is more plain than this ; ard hence no such con- 
versions and miraculous gifts of the spirit are recorded as occuring 
since that period. But the above passages, as imstances of the ir- 
resistible work of the spirit are} constantly referred to as proof on 
this subject ; and because they are found within the lids of the 
bible, many good but less infotmed christians say, ‘‘here is proof | 
enough, and that all conversions must be of the same order.” As 
well might we say that as the apostles possessed the extraordinary 
gifts of healing &c. the same pgwers ministers must now possess ; 
and that if we are without them, this is proef sufficient we are not 
called to the work, | | 

But if weak minded christians should thus iudge, where is the 
apology for their spiritual guides who should know better, and teach 
a proper understanding of surh, and other seriptures which arc 
thus mistaken, and made the foundation of notions and practices in 
religion, which nothing but ienoranee and error sanction, and which 
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when once indulged the highest authority of scripture is scarcely 
able to remove. Again : | 

If the spirit as one of the trinity, and in reference to the doctrines Of 
the trinity is confessedly.a mystery und whove our comprehension, is that: 
a reason for making his tafluence with the sinner a mystery. rf 

The one is a speculative subject, the latter practical and in which 
our salvation is much more sonnel As weil might we ascribe 
mystery to God in all lis dealings with man. On the same ground 
we may make religion an incomprehensible something altogether 5, 
and with all our piety will thus be left to question, unul the judg- 
ment, whether we shail be saved or perish ; thus robbing ourselves 
of all the comfort and satisfaction religion was designed to. give its 
possessors on this important point. If) this were so the religion of 
the bible would be but little raised above the old systems of Grecian 
philosophy, and do but little good; why we should therefore strive 
to make it all a mystery is only owing to. the errors and delusions we 
have now been correcting. All this 1s| not only without the sanction 
of the bible, but far from being expedient ora gain, to religion. 
Let those therefore who thus set up their fanciful notions instead of 


God’s word as our guide in religion, ae care how they not only de- 


ceive themselves, but thousands of others. Let them inquire whe- 
ther they are prepared to take upon themselves the ie | responsi - 
bility, the doctrine” that God by his spirit miraculously converts 
whom he will, whilst others are left to strive in vain, necessarily 
imposes ; whilst the above inquiries f is hoped will show in whaf 


light the subject of irresistible spiritual influences, should be viewed, 


and correct the idea, that whatever men profess to experience in. 


their miraculous conversions must be received as scriptural, and 
that theirs is the standard by which the piety of all must be judged, 
however much it may be destitute of any authority, but their ows 
fanciful experience. L.E. R. 


READING SERMONS. 


We have repeatedly been asked, to express our opinion upoim 
the custom of reading sermons, instead of delivering them without 
the aid of notes, or at least with but a skeleton lying before the 
speaker. Diseovering»a difference of opinion among the Clergy as 
well as among Lay-men, and havingja press of other matter to at- 
tend to, we did not. feel it our duty to touch the subject earlier. 

The people whose Minister is a talented, industrious and pious 
man, can certainly be edified though he reads his sermons and if 
he employs the week, in composing and writing them, they will 


receive truths, expressed in language correct and handsome. We 


do therefore very sincerely approve of the plan which has been ad. 
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opted in districts, not supplied with a Minister, to appoint a pious 
Lay-man as a reader of approved sermons. And we would earnest- 
ly admonish all our people, who are visited by their Minister but 
once in a month, to appoint 4 member of known piety and that 
reads distinctly, to read one of more sermons in their church, every 
Sunday, rather than to keep iticlosed and be content with one or 
two sermons delivered by their Minister every jthird or fourth Sun- 
dayin the month. 

But although reading sermons, can be profitable to hearers, and 
although upon particular occasions, they should be read, yet it is 
in our opinion a custom less calculated to interest an audience and 
to rouse sinners, than extemppre speaking. We do not mean to 
say, that a minister is to appear before his audience without preme- 
ditation, and we admit, that want of system, vulgar, uncouth and 
incorrect language, must disgust enlightened hearers, and prevent 
the most important truths from having an effect. Every Minister 
should study his subject well; before he brings it before his peo- 
ple, and if he has time, let him write his sermon. If he has not 
borrowed too much, he can commit it to memory without much dif- 
ficulty, and then he can deliver it feelingly. Such is the tempera- 
ment of most persons, that, |unless they believe that he who ad- 
dresses them, feels what he says, they will not feel. An extem- 
pore speaker only, can causejhis hearers to believe that he feels 
himself, the force of what he/says. A General may read the most 
excellent composition, setting forth the necessity of the citizens, 
to arm themselves and to forsake their fire-sides, to engage the 
enemy of their country, without rousing them to action. They will 
speak of his scholarship, admire his rhetorical acquirements, and 
remain at home. But, when/a General, carefully viewed the state 
of things, is master of his suliject, and feels its importance intense- 
ly, and then comes before hisfellow-citizens, declaring what,he knows 
and feels, the people are raused and fired—old men and young 
men exempt by law, hasten tp the scene of action. Thus do we 
believe, are different effects produced by Ministers. The Reader, 
will be admired and respected for his attainments, though he reads 
_ no better than a school boy, |who often feels the weight of his teach- 
ers hand for his deficiency, whilst the Speaker, rouses his hearers 
and enlists them to fight under the banners of a crucified Saviour. 

Our opinion is, that the — practice of reading sermons, by 
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Ministers, shonld be discountenanced by our people, and although 
they will no doubt bear with a young) man for a while, yet the 
Council of the church ought by all means to urge him, to prepare 
himself in his closet, in order that he may at an early day, be ena- 
bled to speak to them, as from the moment. 

It may not be amiss, to give Cowper’s description of a preacher, 


If Ministers and hearers reflect duly = it, they will all profit. 


Would I describe a preacher, such as Paul, 
Were he on earth would hear, approve, and own, 
Paul should himself direct me. 1 would trace 
His master-strokes, and draw from his design. 

I would express him simple, grave, sincere ; 
In doctrine uncorrupt ; in language plain, 

And plain in manner; decent, maton chaste, 
And natural in gesture ; much impressed 
Himself, as conscious of his awtul charge, 
And anxious mainly that the flock he feeds 
May feel it too; affectionate in look, 

And tender in address, as well becomes 

A messenger of grace to guilty men. 

Behold the picture !—Is it like ?—Like whom? 
The things that mount the rostrum with a skip, 
And then skip down again ; pronounce a text; 
Cry—hem ; and reading what they never wrote, 
Just fifteen minutes, huddle up their work, 
And with a well-bred whisper “ the scene ! 


The following is an extract from an article published in the Com: 
‘mercial Advertiser. We met with it, in a late number of the Chris- 
tian Advocate and Journal, and we think with the Editor, that, 


without offending any one, it may be instructive and amusing. 
Editor. 


“After the ene concluded, the minister made a very de- 
eént prayer. In it , 

of the food of souls, &c. Now, thinks I, we will have a preach- 
ing. Well, his prayer finished, without|a blush on his face, he 
pulls from his pocket a roll of black leather, in form of a tobacco 
pouch. From this he unrolls about a sheet of paper, and without 
| ever opening the Bible reads a text from the head of the sheet, 
and so reads on till he comes to Amen, at the end of the sheet. I 
wondered at the indecency (to call it no| worse) of the man. Did 
he think he was addressing a stock or a stone that did not hear 
him ? Did he suppose his Maker did not know that all the food 
he was about to deal out to the hungry souls before him was in his 
pocket ? Ihave heard this same mode of prayer used by reading 
ministers in New-York. I hope, hereafter, they will pray for the 
blessing of light, and eye sight, and the of their tongues 5 for. 


e sought the Lord ‘Le plentifully to his hands - 
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_ by this system of reading I had almost said they put it out of the 
power of God to help them. I have been to Guilford and 
Stonington, to Bambury jand Danbury—every where they read 
their sermons and sing Praise by proxy. It was harvest, and very 
warm. Saturday was fine for getting in the grain. It was at full 
moon. Many of the farmers wm their men servants and maid 
servants, their oxen and their jack asses. at work till one o’clock on 
Sunday morning. At half past ten they got all to church. The 
minister began to read off his task, but scarcely had he got to third 
ly, when { looked around, jand found they were all asleep, except 
a few old women, and abgut two dozen of Sunday scholars in the. 
gallery, whe were cutting sticks to make wind-aills—observed the 
teachers, male and female, Asa asleep, as ifthe minister was read 
ing the dead languages. ‘To keep myself awake, my thoughts ran 
ahead in the following strain :-—Before this | never could compre- 
hend what was the employment of them chaps in Yale college, who 
are called professors of the dead languages. I now felt satisfied that 
it must be them who learn the young Yankees to read sermons ; but 
what a pity the old farmers, their fathers, should squeeze and 
starve all the rest of the family to raise forty dollars per month to 
pay board, and fees, and fire, and candles, and pens, and paper. 
to learn a boy to read sermons in New-Heaven. Only send them to 
New-York, ——-——— and Picket will learn them for ten shillings 

r month to read nearer to the points than many whom I heard; 
and Carville, corner of Ping-street and Broadway, for one hundred. 
will give them as many sermons as they can read in fifty years. 
This too would save a great deal of paper: for a sermon reads just 
as well when print wrote. We have heard much of the 
inarch of intellect since the days of the pilgrims; but with regard 
to pulpit life, oratory, and ‘eloquence, it has been in an awful re- 
trograde line. Cotton Mather and his cotemporary champions of 
truth would preach hours on a stretch without a paper within 2 
mile of them, except their Bible. The Edwards and Wither- 
spoons, the Rogers and Linns, the Livingstons and Masons of our 
day made the souls of their hearers as well as the walls of their 
churches tremble with their extempore pulpit eloquence. Now we 
have boys fresh from the college—their beards as soft as the dow: 
on a mushroom top—green spectacles to.hide their conscious shame. 
reading from a dead paper to a company of dead souls, and with « 
manner, too, as dead as the devil (who. always attends church) 
could wish it. Why, if these men were to-go into congress, the 
bench, or even the theatre, so. they would be kicked from the 
hall, or hissed from the stage. Is it not a sliame, to say thie 
least of it, that a man in congress, or in a court of justice, will 
speak hours to the beige and often in support of a dowbtful point, 
without paper ; and yet a minister of the gospel, who has the range 
of the three. worlds, heaven, earth, and hell, with all the sublime 
_ doctrines of the Bible at his finger ends, can’t speak forty minutes 
without a quire of paper: held up as an extinguisher of truth. between 
his eyes and the eyes ofhis hearers. If you want to convince. 
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_men in argument, they must see the fire of truth flash from your 
eyes.—When Paul stood before Felix, and reasoned of righteous- 
ness, temperance, and a future judgment, his eyes kindled with the 
mighty theme, darting conviction through the eyes of the tyrant 
into the dark corners of his guilty, black, iron-bound soul case, 
which made him tremble on his throne. Yes, on his throne. Truth, 
' when spoken, (not read,) will make any tyrant tremble. There is 
no excuse for this banisher of pulpit eloquence. Laziness is the 
cause. beg years ago you moa rarely have seen a paper in any 
pit in New-York. The abilities of our young men are as good now 
as they were then. Memory, like all faculties of the mind, will 
improve by using. Ministers only, of the public speakers, take nei- 
ther pride nor pains to excel. Werela minister, I would throw 
my paper into the fire, and sayI will be second to none, were it only 
‘for the honour of the profession. 'The ministers in the devil’s church 
deal out their fictions and lies in such a solemn strain of eloquent 

athos, that they can chain the attention of their audience, and 

the theth in tears for hours ; but many of the ministers of the 
Most High deal out their solemn realities as if they were mere fic- 
tions, and they can barely keep the people from going to sleep. 
One sabbath evening, about seventeen years ago, I went into the 
brick meeting to hear Dr. , from Connecticut preach. There 
he stood with all the insignia of office, white bands, silk cloak, and 
tassels enough to bedeck a modern hearse, a tall, fine looking man. 
I thought he was Boanerges personified. Out came his paper. 
He read along pretty well for about fifteen minutes. The thunder 
began to roll over Snake Hill in the Jerseys—the heavens were 
clothed in darkness—his spectacles failed—and he was obliged to 
sit down, till the sexton procured lighted candles. I thought this 
spoke more than volumes against the pernicious practice of reading. 

owever, next day I learned that he had been a professor of theo- 
logy for seven years previous, and being a man of a very charita- 
ble turn of mind, [thought it was probable he might have given 
away whatever little stock of divinity he once possessed, for the 


benefit of those young students whose heads he had been polishing, - 


and thereby left nothing to himself.’ 


Extract from a letter to the Editor. The writer is one of our 


zealous and nseful Ministers, within the Jurisdiction of the E. Penn- 
sylvania Synod. 
‘Though there is much desolation in Zion here to were over 5 
yet there are also some good features in the sad picture which all 
some relief to the eyes of the spectator. The tone of Evangelical 
feelings and sentiments, is, I think, improving. I hope some good 
has been done in the name of the “Holy Child Jesus,” and I flatter 
myself that much will yet be done in this part of zion. Amidst 
much opposition and in the face of the most bitter and unrelenting 
Vol. V. No. 7. | | 
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sectarianism, and zeal without knowledge, ay, and love too, we 
commenced the building of a church, about 5 miles, N. E. from 
this place, in a flourishing little village, called Mountjoy. This 
was anextreme part of the Maytown ; but as those 
members | ved remote from this place, could not well attend service 
here; hence we determined to build a house for worship. It was 
commenced last summer and finished this spring. The house is 
built of brick, one story of 18 feet; and its dimensions 40 by 46. 
The inside is handsomely furnished, with convenient pews and a 
pulpit of modern form. The congregation consists of about 90 or 
100 members, of whom about 60 are regular communicants. There 
is a visible change for the better in our church here—a goodly num- 
ber are anxiously seeking the pearl of great price and a good many 
are truly devoted to the Saviourlof sinners, whom they have found 
to be precious to their souls.| These are also very desirous of 
seein Jerseclem made a praise jn the Earth and souls brought un- 
der the saving influence of the blessed Spirit. We have jour hin- 
drances too; for our spiritual children are sought after, by the va- 
rious sectaries, who would persuade them that “ichabod,” has been 
inscribed upon the walls of our Lemple. But the God of our fore- 
fathers, I hope will never suffer the hands of those new sects, to 
desolate, what has thus far engaged his fostering care. It is true, 


dear brother in the patience of Christ, we have cause to weep over 


the slain daughters of our people—over the desolation of sin in our 
church, over the listless indifference of many who bear the name 
of the great Saxon Reformer ; and though we are reproached with 
the fact, that many among us have oniy the form, but lack the 
power of godliness, yet those not Lutherans—they are spurious 
ones, they scandalize by their walk, the worthy name they bear. 
Still the Lord has his people amongst us, though they have no 
religion to boast of or talk abet yet are they renewed in the spirit of 
their minds and evince it in a njore substantial way than boastful 

rofession, viz. by fruits, worthy of repentance, and faith which wor- 

th by love. But I am digressing ; to return, the church, at Mount- 
joy was dedicated to the service of the God of salvation, on the 
16th of May last, and was called “Trinity Church.” On that oc- 
casion, my Father and Brother B—— assisted me in the service of de-, 


dication. ‘There was present an jmmense concourse of people. The - 


attention thatwas given to the jdiscourses, proved that they were 
highly spiritual and edifying to the people. | 

Here I would sin add, that since the dedication, our new 
church has been well visited when open for service, and though there 
have frequently been meetings “7 quite near to us by various sects 
at the same hour, yet we always | have a large number of hearers. 
LT hope to see our church increasing in this place more and more. 


Prince LEOPOLD has concluded, yery wisely, we think, not 
to accept the Throne of Greece.) May Providence yet cause Greece 
to establish and maintain a Rrepresentative Government ! 
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THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY AT GETTYSBURG. 


Our brethren of the Lutheran church, and the pious of all Pro- 
testant denominations, will rejoice to learn, tbat this institution con- 
tinues to receive evidences of God’s favor and blessing. The num- 
ber of students increases rapidly, and there is every prospect, that 
the Directors will soon obtain the sum requisite for a permanent 
fund, from which the second Professor is to be supported. | 

The Rev. Dr. Schmucker, well known as one of the most ardent 
friends of the Seminary being Agent of the Directors, obtained con-' 
siderable subscriptions in Baltimore and Washington county Md. He 
spent a few days lately in Frederick, and among a few of the mem- 
bers of the Lutheran church, obtained a handsome subscription, 
something more than One Thousand Dollars. At the next meeting of 
the Directors, which willtake place on the last Wednesday of this 
month, (September) the second Professor Rev. Dr. Hazelius will be in- 
stalled. The Rev. Dr. F. D. Schaeffer of Philadelphia, Senior Rev. 
Minis. has been appointed, to perform the solemn exercises of 
installation. We have not yet understood, whether he can accept 
of the appointment, but the Directors do anticipate, much pleasure, 
in seeing and hearing this er Father in Christ, upon the 
eccasion.—Editor. | 


| | 
CHURCH-DISCIPLINE. 


No. ¢ 


The judicious exercise of scriptural discipline in a christian con 
_gregation, is of the utmost moment. As the observance of prudent 
‘and wholesome domestic regulations, is necessary to the peace and 
happiness of a family ; or, as the administration of wise and salu- 
tary laws is important to the continuance and prosperity of a state; 
so, the faithful execution of church-laws in relation to offending 
siembers, is indispensable to the maintainance of purity and the 
promotion of piety ina congregation. It appears tous to be ab- 
solutely impossible for a religious association to flourish any length 
of time in an eminent degree, without the enforcement of a dis- 
cipline, at once mild and decisive, and based upon the principles 
and precepts of the Gospel. Our forefathers in the Lutheran mm- 
istry, seem to have been deeply impressed with the truth of this 
remark, and hence, upon their arrival in this country, they inva- 
riably introduced into their churches, what, in their own nervous 
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language was termed : eine Kirche , and if we will give our- 
selves the trouble of resorting to the ecclesiastical archives of 
those days, we shall frequently find upon record instances of Kir- 
chenbusze and, Vorstellungen fehlender Glieder vor der ganzen Gemei- 
ne : by which is implied : ‘Confession and repentance of guilt and 
restoration to church-communion,” and “a public admonition of a 


But of late years man 
in a great measure, neglected this important part of their official 
duty, and the consequences are such, that we have abundant cause > 
to mourn over the inefficiency of our well-intended exertions, and 
M3 weep on account of the rous evils that are desolating our 

on. 

Anxious to bring this interesting subject fully and fairly before 
our readers, with a view to attract their attention to it, and prepare 
the way to amore rigid observance of it in our church, we propose 
in this article to show 

Ist. The importance of congregational discipline. 

2d. What offences require its exercise. 

$d. Who the persons are by whom it should be administered. 

4th. In what manner it should be carried into effect. 

1st. The importance of congregational discipline. 

Congregational discipline consists in the rightexecution of church- 
laws, and the infliction of the penalties enjoined ; or, it means the 
proper treatment of offending members. 

e importance of this duty may be argued; 

a From the distinctness and with which it is inculcated "in 

the sacred writings. 
_ If the opinion advanced by | some writers be correct, that the 
degree of importance that should be attached to any christian ob- 
ligation may be determined by the comparative clearness and re- 
petition with which that obligation is laid down in God’s word, 
then we must at once concede that the conscientious administration 
of discipline in a congregation is of high moment. Whether we 
refer to the Gospels or to the Epistles, we find the duty under con- 
sideration, insisted upon with a plainness and frequency that can- 
not fail to strike the attentive reader. It would be tedious to refer 
to all the various portions of Holy Writ in which we are comman- 
ded to admonish and endeavor to reclaim those whose walk is disor- 
derly, and ultimately, if the employment of proper means for their 
recovery proves unsuccessful, to exclude them from our commun- 
ion. Let a few therefore suffice : Moreover, (says our Lord) 
if thy brother shall tresspass against thee, go and tell him his 
fault between thee and him (alone : if he shall hear thee, thou hast 


who had erred, in the presence | of the 
council or members of the congregation,” agreeably to the direc- 
tion of Paul to Timothy, 1 Tim. v. 20, Them that sin rebuke before all, 
that others also may fear. The beneficial effects resulting from this 
| species of their ministerial fidelity, were prominently visible in the 
success of their labors and the prosperity of their churches. 
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gained thy brother. But if he will not hear’ thee, then take 
with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or thre’ 
witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall n t 
to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he shall neglect to 


the church, let him be unto thee a$ a heathen man anda publican.” — 


Matthew xvii, 15, 17. | 4 

Again—“Now I beseech you, bréthren (says St. Paul) mark them 
which cause divisions and offences, contrary to the doctrine which 
you have learned: and avoid them.” Rom.xvi, 17. Once more—“Now 
we command you” (mark the force of the Apostle’s language in this 
pasesee) “now we command PE hick brethren, in the name of our 
| Jesus Christ that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother 
that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he recei- 
ved of us. And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note 
that man, and have no company with him, thathe may be asham- 
ed.” 2 Thessalonians iii, 6 and 14.—vide yet farther, 1 Corinthi- 
ans v, 1, 13.—Galatians v, 12—-Titus iii, 1—Galatians vi, 1— 
2 Corinthians ii, 7. | 

These pesees are so clear and unequivocal, so pointed and 
positive, that we deem comment unnecessary ; the man, who after 
serious and impartial perusal of them, can recognise in them no 
obligation on the part of the church to call offending members to 
an account, and, if they will not be saved from the error of their 
ways, to cut them off from the privileges of church-union, must be 
wilfully blind and designedly prejudiced. a 

If we turn our attention to the course of procedure observed by 
the Apostles toward unruly and unworthy members, we shall dis- 
cover that they themselves practised the above rules. Witness the 
cases of Hymeneus, Alexander, Philetus, Simon Magus, and others. 

The importance of discipline is yet farther manifest. 


b. From the advantages arising from it. 


The beneficial effects consequent upon the mild and decided ex- 
ecution of scriptural church regulations, are numerous and obvi- 
ous. It would carry us far beyond the limits we have prescribed to 
ourselves, to exhibit them singly and in all their bearings. We can 
do little more than glance at them, and shall leave our readers to 
carry them out into detail by their own future reflections. 


We say then, that the faithful discharge of this duty will reclaim 
backsliders. Many, who after attaching themselves to the church 
of God, go astray, forgetting their vows and returning to the love 
of the world and its bergarly elements, will be arrested in thcir 
relapsed career, be brought to a sense of their guilt and danger and 
led back to the Shepherd and Bishop of their souls. Jt will de- 
tect hypocrites. That persons of this character do frequently in- 
sinuate themselves into church-communion, in despite of the vigi- 
lance of the church-officers, is a fact too well known to require 
proof. But itis difficult to sustain an assummed character and act 
a double part without detection, ai watchful discipline will soon un- 
mask those wolves in sheeps clothing, and driving them back to 
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their proper place, the church will be delivered from their pernr 
cious cananghe and deleterious influence. Jt will circulate a secret 
and awe h the church. Disorderly and refractory 
members will. no longer find fault, condemn, and fret and rave at 
every new occurrence in the congregation, that meets with their 
disapprobation ; and then meanly threaten the faithful and suffering 
minister with a withdrawal from the congregation, and a stopping 
of the pitiful pittance he so richly earns by his laborious services. 
No, that recklessness of , that over bearing de- 
fiance so often-hurled into the face of the Couneil, that hightoned 
rebellion of ungodly members will disappear ; and the secret 
prehension that they may become subjects of discipline, be cut off 
from the most valuable privileges, and the mark of excision, the 
well merited stigma of excommunication, be stamped upon them, 
_ will check their clamorous and disgraceful operations, and reduce 
them to something like forbearance and submission. Jt will supply 
an additional incentive to watchfulness and er. ‘That professors 
of religion generally watch and pray too little, need not be insisted 
on. But what motive does a congregation at large, that neglects 
discipline, hold out to correct this remissness ?—none at all. Pro- 
fessors indeed behold proofs enough of human frailty, and the most 
affecting evidences of a want of watchfulness and prayer, in their 
backsliding fellow-members, but they witness no painfu a oe 
ces resulting from an exposure of the same on the part of the 
church. Let the proper persons, in a spirit of love rebuke an 
erring brother whenever there is occasion for it, and if he will not 
“‘mend his ways,” proceed to further measures, and depend upon it, 
thoughtlessness and security will yield and make way for watchfulness 
and prayer. It will break the slumbers of many a ing member. 
Ask the unregenerate Lutheran: ‘‘Is it thy hope to saved ?”— 
and his unhesitating reply is : “Yes, it is my hope,”—continue the 
examination, and inquire: “What are the constituents of a well- 
founded hope ?” and here the language of Canaan will terminate, 
and instead of the reply : “True repentance and faith,” ten to one 
if he do not say : “I am a Lutheran ; I was baptized and confirm- 
ed—I belong to Mr. ——’s church and give my support to him. 
‘Thus the sheet anchor of all his eternal prospects is his being ‘a 
Lutheran,” and if this delusive prop is not struck away, by some 
powerful blow, he will continue to lean upon it, until at last in 
the hour of death it breaks from under him and lets him drop into 
the a i into hell ! Go ye ministers of God and officers of 
the church and tell him he is no Lutheran—burst the spell that holds 
him bound—tear away the film that blinds his vision—let him 
know that his being “a Lutheran,” in the vague sense in which he 
uses that term, will only aggravate his guilt ;—if he will not 
believe you, record it in flaming letters in the “Church-book,” read 
it from the pulpit, and declare in the sight of God and the church, 
that he is “‘no Lutheran,”—and if he is not alarmed and awakened, 
and others like him, are not brought to reflection by such a process, 


why then, you have done your duty—but be assured, such a course 
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of procedure will break the deep slumbers of many a sleeping sin- 
ner! Thus we might proceed to show, how the exercise of disci- 
pline will preserve the purity of the church—be a public testimo- 
ny, borne by it, against all unrighteousness &c. &c. &e! But the 
advantages already adyerted to, are abundantly sufficient for our 
purpose. Once more, the importance of discipline is evident. 

c. From the evils attending its neglect. ° 

Next to an ungodly minister, we regard a lax discipline or the 
entire absence of all discipline, as the most awful curse that can be 
inflicted on a christian congregation. It has been well said by a 
distinguished living author : “The church that neglects this duty, 
resembles a state in which the administration of justice is omitted, 
and crime is permitted to be perpetrated with impunity. That part 
of the design of church union, which consists in mutual watchful- 
ness, is lost. Members may go astray, adding offence to offence, 
and heaping vice upon vice, and there is none, in a christian and 
fraternal tone to lift up the voice of warning. Young Christians 
just introduced into communion by confirmation, may grow languid 
and careless, and instead of receiving timely admonition, and be- 
ing tenderly led back to the people of God, the unpardonable de- 
reliction of duty on the part of the Church, encourages them in 
their treachery and hastens their ultimate and aggravated ruin. 
Hypocrites are countenanced in their self-delusion, and supported in 
the imposition they practise yaa the community. Heretics and 
Schismatics are patronized, profligates are urged onward, gainsay- 
ers and opponents to the truth and God’s Ministers, become more 
overbearing andjdespotic, the word preached is thrown away upon 
captious and rebellious hearers, scoffers and infidels are encouraged, 
the weak staggered in their faith, religion compromised, the church 
corrupted, the ruin of immortal souls abetted, sinners of all des- 
criptions hardened, ministers distressed, slandered and persecuted 
till their hearts are ready to rend with anguish, and the church be- 
comes more like a ection of transgressors, than an association 
of pious followers of Jesus Christ. We may well say, that when 
Epimetheus opened Pandora’s box, there did not issue from it so 
great a multitude of evils and distempers to afflict the human race, 
as are let loose upon a congregation, when scriptural discipline 
ceases to be exercised. It was this sin (says a modern writer) which 
the apostle describes in those awful words, “If any man defile the 
temple of God, him shall God destroy.” 1 Corinthians ii, 17. The 
church is that temple, and to defile it, is to introduce impropes 
members to its communion, or to tolerate them in the practice of 
sin. A single unpunished transgressor troubled the whole camp of 
Israel, and brought calamity upon a nation, nor could the favour 
of God rest wor the people, till Achan was discovered and des- 
troyed. vide Josh. vii. 11, 12. Nothing can be conceived, of, more 
likely to grieve the Holy Spirit, or to induce him to withdraw his 
gracious influence from a church, than a neglect of scriptural . dis- 
cipline. And here we would pause, and beg our beloved brethren 
in Christ, to inquire whether our remissness in attending to ths duty 
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is not our principal cause of the various evils peculiar to our Lutheran 
Zion. ‘That there are such evils, may be gathered from the remarks 
already made, and indeed is too palpable to be disputed. There 
manifestly is a want of attachment to the church and her ministers 
among us—a disregard of church privileges, an unwillingness to 
engage in and promote benevolent societies and religious institutions, 
a neglect of public worship and the Holy Sacraments, a miserly 
withholding from the church and her laborers that small stipend to 
which they are so justly entitled, a proneness to take offence at and 
traduce the minister, and indeed in some instances, our members rule 
and lord it over us with a more despotic spirit than ever characterized 
the most arbitrary acts of Napoleon. ‘These and numerous other dis- 
orders are more frequently the bane of our congregations than of 
those of some other denominations. They do not exist—certainly 
not to the same extent, in the Moravian, the Presbyterian, the Metho- 
dist, and some other churches. Hence, their foundation must be 
sought for in something that ig not to be found in those churches, but 
which exists in our own. And after the most serious investigation of 
this subject, aided by some 15 or 16 years experience and observa- 
tion in the Lutheran ministry; we are convinced that they proceeed 
mainly from a want of proper discipline. A certain reverend and re- 
spected brother of the Presbyterian church, in a late sermon on con- 
Saretine censures us for “ the very loose and superficial manner in 
which young persons are often catechised into the church, without 
due vigilance in te a an experimental acquaintance with reli- 
gion.” But we ought to know something of our own church as wel! 
as strangers, and whatever grounds the learned Doctor may imagine 
he: has for the above censure, we are confident that our fault does not 
so much lie in our “ very loose and superficial manner of catechising ,” 
as in our want of proper treatment of individuals after we have cat- 
‘echised and admitted them into the church. Few, if any, of our 
clergymen will admit that their manncr of catechising lies open to 
‘the.charge of “‘ looseness and superficiality” but all will perhaps rea- 
dily re that in the subsequent treatment of those confirmed, they 
may have been derelict in n't | 
Ve have dwelt a good deal longer on the importance of discipline 
than we intended, let us hasten to consider 
_ 2. What offences require its exercise. 

The offences which should subject a member to discipline, may be 
7 Raith under two general heads, and be denominated :—a. Errors 

aith. | 

With respect to creeds or confessious of faith, which have lately 
formed a subject of rather keen and pointed discussion in a sister 
church, we take a middle course, believing, tha‘ in this, as in many 
other religious controversies, the truth lies at nearly an equal distance 
from each of the belligerent parties. Jhis tutissimusin medio. We 
are not a stickler for ‘‘ human systems,” so called, nor yet entirely 
opposed to them. We conceive that every church should have a 
tertiten creed, but that that creed should embrace only fundamentals 
or essential doctrines, whilst every member should enjoy the privilege 
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of believing in minor points what appears to him to he most consis- 
tent with divine truth. Indeed we think it impossible for a christian 
congregation to exist without a creed of some kind or other; even 
those who are most opposed to creeds, have a creed of their own, if 
not written, it is unwritten—(which, by the bye, is among the worst 
kind of creeds) if unwritten, it is imprinted upon their memories, and 
according to that, they test the soundness or unsoundness of the 
doctrines of others. If they say the bible is their “ creed-book,” 
and not a catechism ora form of doctrines of human invention, the 
case is not altered at all for they select their own laws of interpreta- 
tion, and determine for themselves how the bible is to be construed 
and divine truth understood, and what else is this but making a 
creed of their own? No christian ¢reed professes to be any thing 
but an epitome of christian doctrine extracted from God’s word, and 
their principles of faith, though not embodied in a catechism or con- 
fession, amount to neither more nor Jess than this, with the exception 
of this very objectionable difference, that theirs is a system of doc- 
trine that has mo home or local habitation, but floats and fluctuates 
unfixed, unsettled, without shape or form in their own minds ; and 
they cannot, any more than others, worship in harmony with those 
who essentially differ from them in faith, or if you chose, in their 
manner of interpreting the truths a the Geondl. «Can two walk 
together, except they be agreed?” Amos 3, 3. 

As every church therefore mist have acreed,so every church has 
an indisputable right to determine for themselves what they consider 
to be fundamental truths, but they aresolemn!y bound to be careful not 
to set up other truths than those which are established in the word of 
God, and when they have done so, every one who denies any one of those 
articles declared to be essential, must be called to an account, and if 
he persist in his error, ultimately be excluded. Ia confirmation of 
this position we appeal to the following passages, viz: “If any man 
teach otherwise, and consent not ta the words of Christ and sound 
doctrine, according to godliness—from such withdraw thyself.” 1 
Tim.6,8—5. “ Of whom is Hymeneus and Philetus, who, concern- 
ing the truth, have erred saying the resurrection is past already, and 
overthrow the faith of some—whom I have delivered to Satan.” 2 
Tim. 2.417—18 compared with, 1 Tim. 1, 20. “ But though we, or an 
angel from Heaven preach ay ae spel to you than that we hava 
let him be accursed.” al. 1. 8. vide also 2 John 10. 11. 

f these passages do not require ug to put out of the church all who 
deny the fundamental truths of the Gospel, then we can see no mean- 
ing in them at all. Should we be ‘asked, what we mean by funda- 
mental truths? our reply is: those principles of fait’, the belief or 
rejection of which involves our future destiny, or without which it is 
absolutely impossible to be saved; as, for instance, the divinity, 
atonement and spiritual influences of our blessed Lord. With a 
person who denies any of these doctrines, it is not practicable to 

ave any spiritual communion, and we dare not i vard him as a bro- 
: eee ony member of Christ’s church. Reason as well as revelation 
ids it. on 
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b. Exrors of practice, to which belong—1. Open immoralitics, such 
as profaneness, intemperance, gambling, &c. ‘* Not to keep com- 
pany, if any man that is called a brother, be a fornicator, or cove- 
tous, or an idolator, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner, 
with such an one, no not to eat—put away from yourselves that 

_ wicked person” (mentioned vefse 1,) 1 Cor. 5, 11—13. 

2. Continued enmity with the minister or any of the brethren, and 
refusing to make suitable conéession for an injury inflicted. “ ane 
with thine adversary quickly?’ &c. Matthew v,25. <‘If thy bro- 
ther shall trespass. against thee, go and tell—but if he neglect to 
hear the nea let him be unto thee as an heathen man and pub- 
lican,” i. e. have no religious communion with him, though it is 
still thy duty to cherish good will, and perform acts of kindness to- 
ward him. Matt. 18, 17. land | 

3 Permitting one’s family or near relations to want the necessarics 
of life, when to make provision for them. ‘‘ But if any provide 
not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath 
denied the faith, and is worse than infidel.” 1 Tim. 5, 8. 

4. Halitual and open neglect of religious duty. Every adult mem- 
ber is under the most solemn obligations to be regular and con- 
stant in his attendance at public-worship andthe Lord’s supper—If 
he be a parent, he must bring up his children in the fear of the Lord, 
and send them to religious imstruction or catechise—if a child, he 
owes affection and obdience to his parents, &c. &c. and the con- 
tinued neglect of any of these or other important duties, forms one 
of the most legitimate occasions for the exercise of discipline. Vide 
vou of the Church, chap. 5, sec. $ with scriptural references 

5. Disturbing the peace of the church in any way whatever. The 
unity of the church may be broken in a yey ways. To enu- 
merate all the stratagems employed by the Devil and his subordi- 
nate spirits, to produce discord in a congregation, would be an 
endless task. But whatever may be the nature of that discord, 
whoever submits to be used by the arch-enemy of peace, as an in- 
strument to interrupt congregational harmony,—mark that man and 
call him to an account without delay. Depend upon it, a member 
who is “ captious and factious” in a church, is a dangerous mem- 

_. ber, and if he does not reform, the sooner you can get rid of him 
~ the better. If he be a ae and in. appearance a holy man, he 
is only the more dangerous and the more to be dreaded. A pro- 
fessed infidel or openly vicious man can do but little injury. His 
infidelity or immorality has a repellent power and carries its anti- 
dote with it. But a cavilling fzult-finding, contentious, temper, when 
united with reputed sanctity, is the most insidious and venomous— 
reptile—I had almost said, that can creep about in the congregation. 
‘A man (says a respectable author) whe under the guise of piety, 
becomes a troubler of Israe}, will be a troubler indeed. Instead 
therefore of hesitating to deal with him as an offender, because of 
his * decent exterior,” he should fer that very reason be instantly 
called to an account, and if not reclaimed by mild and affectionate 


e 

| 


1830] MORE PROTESTANT “eae WANTED. 219 


entreaty, separated from the church of God. As long as the church 
contains such an individual, it is cherishiug a viper in its bosom. 
Hence the following emphatic directions : “‘ Mark them that cause 
divisions, and avoid them.” Rom. 16,17. “ We command, you, 
brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw 
ourselves from every brother that walks disorderly.” 2 Thes. 3, 6. 
would they were cut off that trouble you.” Gal 5, 12. A man 
that is a heretic® after the first and second admonition reject.” 
Titus 3, 10. [To be continued.) 
*The Greek word translated “ heretic” does not here signify 
person who is obstinately attached to an unscriptural opinion or false 
doctrine but one who tries to get up an opposing party in achurch, an au- 
thor or leader of a faction, one who goes about sowing discord and 
prompting others to opposition. Michaelis has rendered the word 
‘“*Sectenmacher.” Such an one must be excommunicated, and 
shunned as a “ Disturber of the peace.’’ 


MORE PROTESTANT MONEY WANTED. 


Although some persons seem to think, that nothing should be said 
in opposition to Popery—that it is unpopular and perhaps danger- 
ous, yet we do not think that we are so far gone, as to be compel 
. led to swallow, whatever transpires. The great majority of our 
citizens, are Protestants, and whilst Papists enjoy the liberty, to 
write and speak incessantly against the Protestant religion—whilst 
they are permitted, to employ all their arts and devices, to increase 
their number, Protestants must certainly be allowed, to continue 
to protest against them, especially, when they endeavour to ag- 
grandize themselves, with means drawn from Protestants. 

Our readers have seen, what progress has been made in F'reder- 
_ ick, and how zealous and successful the Jesuitical lecturer was, ia 
building houses for nurseries of monks and nuns, with Protestant 
money, although no Papist ever contfibutes, to aid any denomina- 
tion of Protestants. True, the late conversion of several Papists 
to Evangelical religion—the readiness of Protestants to bring the 
whole subject before the people as it is, and the determination to 
make another effort, to extend Jesuitical influence over us, has clo- 
sed for the present, the ingenious lectures against Protestants and 
their religion. Still art and cunning exist, and operate. Why de 
not Protestants learn from the zeal and untiring operations of Pa- 
pists ? Although they establish schools, entirely under the super- 
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intendence of Papistical teachers—introduce their own regulations 
and such ceremonies as are ¢alcnlated to catch the young mind, with 
the money of Protestants, still Protestants will not upon the same 
plan, establish Protestant . Are there no learned teachers 
among Protestants? Are Protestants unqualified for superintending 
themselves, the education of their children ? We care not of what 
Protestant denomination teachers are, we have them, many of them, of 
different denominations.’ We do therefore pray the people where- 
ever this is read, to pursue |the plan of Papists, so far, as to es- 
tablish schools, by collecting money sufficient for the purpose from 
all denominations of Protestants—to put such schools under the 
superintendence of a board of Trustees, selected from the different 
denominations, and thus their children be protected against 
destruction by the .2nti-Chrigt, and when the attempt shall be made, 
by Papists, to inveigle them, as many have been here, (and the 
attempt will be made sooner/or later in all our principal towns, pro- 
bably before the year 1832) then will their plans prove abortive, and 
Bible religion prevail and/|save souls. Our remarks have been 
made dispassionately and under a deep sense of our duty to God 
and our Protestant brethren. If they fail to produce the intended 
effect, we shall have at least an approving conscience. 

In order to shew the manner and zeal of Papists, we copy the 
following, which appears in the papers of this city, published gra- 
tis, we presume, although every advertisement of other schools 


must be paid for—The subscriber to the card, is the Reverend 
Rector of the Roman Catholic church in this city. 


CARD. 


The Sisters of Charity, who conduct St. John’s Female School, 
wishing to render themselves as useful as they can to the Citizens. 
propose to annex another department to their. Institution ; in which 
will be taught the higher branches of female education : including 
Drawing, Painting, Embroidery, Natural Philosophy, &c. ‘To 
make the necessary accommodations for this. department, the. Sisters 
have removed to another house, where they are provided with lodg- 
ings, and by this means give up several rooms in their former resi- 
dence, for the use of Frater who may enter under ths ar- 


rangement. Competent Teachers can be had, from the ‘lo! er 
House, near Emmittsbu r, who, together with those already em- 
ployed, wil] always aa permanency, and it is hoped, success 
o this new and important department. 

- Altho’ the Sisters receive no compensation for their Jabours, as 
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is usual in other schools, still, to remove the objection made by res- 
pectable Parents, in «somes their children to a Free School, a 
donation of fifty dollars, will be received for each schoiar, and no 
charge whatever made for tuition during the course of studies ad- 
opted in the Academy. After defraying the necessary outfit : for 


the school rooms, the residue of the donations, received in this way,. 


will be epee to the erection of an additional building to the 
present school house, which is now too small ; and thus the Sisters 
would be enabled to receive and accommodate a greater number of 
orphans than they can at present : and the merit of this good work 
redound to the contributors, together with the education of their 
daughters. | 

Should this proposition meet the approbation of a respectable 
number, Music will also be taught, without additional charge. 

Parents and Guardians can be informed of the course of instruc- 
tion, and the regulations to be adopted, it i at the present residence 

t 


of the Sisters, or on the subscriber. is desirable that applica- 
tion be made during this month,—that the necessary preparations be 
made before the first Monday of September, the day of opening 


the school—lIt is not intended that this arrangement should interfere 
with the present school, or the children who frequent it. 


Frederick, Aug. 13, 1830. JOHN McELROY. 
§#The Herald and Examiner will oblige by inserting the above. 


SUPPLY THE DESTITUTE WITH THE PREACHED GOS- 
PEL ! 


From communications made to us, by individuals residing in dif- 
ferent States, it does appear, that at least fifty new fields are offer- 
ed to laborers of the Evangelical Lutheran church. Each field will 
afford toa pious and gifted young man, immediate support, but 
nothing more, until he shall have labored afew years, and then he 
can look for sufficient, to support himself and a family comfortably. 
One of our correspondents says, that although there is no Lutheran 
‘known in his county, yet there are many persons, who are not at- 
tached to any religious denominations whatever, and that some of 
them after reading our Catechism, and ‘hearing from our correspon- 
dent the nature of our faith and discipline, expressed a great desire 
to hear a Minister of our Zion, and to join the church. Another 
says, ‘there are but a few families of our church in this country, 
but a number of persons, who have objections to some denorhina- 
tions that exist here, would I am certain aid in supporting a pious 
Minister of our church. Let such an one come—let him content 
himself for the first year or two, with a salary, that wili board and 
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222 
clothe him, and I am certain, he will then obtain a very liberal 
support.” | 


Our Seminary is now in cpmplete operation, and open to all _pi- 
ous young men. Let our churches, which are supplied with the 
preached Gospel, and out of debt, select several of their most pro- 
mising young men and send {them to our seminary. The expense 
will be nothing more than about 75 cents per week for boarding. 
And in such event, let it be fairly understood, that such young men, — 
must, after they have te their studies, go and labor in any 


place, to which one of the Synods may direct, at least for three 
years. This course pursued, and many of our destitute brethren 
in faith, will be supplied with Pastors, who will continue with their 
people, so long, as their Master may direct. 

We cannot coincide with those who think a Pastor justifiable in 


deserting his flock, before he has has had an opportunity of feed- 
ing each individual, unless he has incontrovertible evidence, ‘‘that 
he cannot lead them to good pastures.” Generally speaking, faithful 
and devoted Ministers of Jesus, do most good, by continuing for 
some years among a people.—Editor. 


WHICH RELIGION SHALL PREVAIL ? 


Mr. Editor —As I pwealsiehd that you should hear from me again, 
I would beg leave to thank you for inserting my remarks upon the 
necessity of union among Protestants. If it could not be reached 
without difficulty, to unite) Protestants, nor without requiring fiom 
any one denomination a renunciation of some essential part of their 
faith; then I would not urge it so earnestly, but I have already given 
my idea, that actually no important difference in doctrine does exist. 

But now I ask, do not of us receive the Bible without notes 
made by men, as the rule of saving faith ? And, do not the Roman 
Catholics say, and by their rules declare, that the Bible is not for | 
every one, and where it is) given to any person, must not the notcs 
of man be received as if God had spoken? And further, do they 
not teach that there is a word of God, not written, by which many 
errors are sustained among them? Else how could they support 
such doctrines as Purgatory, infallibility of the church—that priests 
can pardon sins—that Angels, men and women can hear us pray, 
and submit to be worshipped by men, and so further. 3 

Now one or the other religion must prevail and the other be lost. 
Great efforts are making to give the Romans the superiority. They 
resort to all kinds of means, and Iam told that Jesuits arc men of 
great cunning, and by the schools under their direction, easily ob- 
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tain the affections of Protestant children. Many of these join them, 
after a while and these gradually draw into the vortex their parents. 
I could name several persons, who are already so infatuated, that 
they will hear none condemning the errors of the Romans, although 
they can hear the Protestant churches reviled—their ministers 
stript of authority, to perform the duties of the ministers of the Sa- 
viour—and consequently all their acts, such as baptism, marriage 
ceremony, performed by protestants, declared null and void, without 
feeling the stroke given. 

How do I wish to proceed under these circumstances? I answer, 
Let Protestants of all denominations pray more earnestly for the 
cause of the Bible, Let them, each attending to their own con- 
cerns, admonish all to search the scriptures, and I would restore 
the good old custom, which prevailed when [I went to school, to di- ~ 
vide the children in every shoal into ¢lasses as soon as they begin 
to read. The first class to read the New T'estament. the second, 
the Psalms, and the highest the Old Testament. I am certain that 
unbelief and superstition would not have yet dared to appear so 
boldly among us, had the custom been continued. 

I attended lately when you catechised children, and was much 
delighted with your plan of requiring each child to learn such pas- 
sages of the scriptures, as prove the doctrines taught. I am told 
that in the Lutheran churches, it is a very general thing, that min- 
isters collect the children on Sundays for instruction, similar to your 
plan. And I- was told by a member of your church, that he and 
some others ascribed their love for Jesus and the Bible, to the bless- 
ing on the early instructions you gave them, when first you settled 
among us. So convinced am I, that I wish all my Protestant bre- 
thren of whatever society to consider this plan. I know Sunday 
schools are a great aumiliary to the cause of Protestantism, but, 
when the minister himself instructs also, the children become ac- 
quainted with him—familiar—love him, and receive his remarks 
with pleasure, seeing the more the beauty and truth of the instruc- 
tions given in the Sunday school. | | 
_ In our society, we Methodists have, no objection to catechise 
_ehildren. I acknowledge, that some among us, secing that some 
of other churches, are content with a knowledge of the letter, go | 
too far on the other side, and neglect children. And then our 
preachers frequently have such distances to ride, that they can only 
remain to preach one or two sermons. In this respect we must im- 
prove. Dr. Clarke says “ Instruction precedes conversion; con- 
version should follow it. To be brought up in the fear of God, is a 
great blessing; and a truly religious ediication is an advantage of 
infinite worth.” This will I hope, rouse us all to attend more to 
our children, after the plan you pursue. Now if all Protestant Min- 
_isters take up the subject and enter upon it with spirit, which is 
most hkely to prevail, Bible religion or Popery ? I for one say, 
that Bible religion will. Let us see to our city for example—I have 
endeavoured to learn the probable number of children of each society. 
| Imay not be correct, but still not far from the fact. You collect about 
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